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$17,000 Property Payment: Due January {- 


Read how you can help on page 2 
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“And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon.” Judges 7:20 
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Editorial and Executive Office: 214 West Wesley Street, Wheaton, Illinois 


An Independent Christian Weekly, Standing for the Verbal Inspiration of the Bible, the Deity of Christ, His Blood Atonement, Salvation by Faith, New Testament 


Soul Winning and the Premillennial Return of Christ. Opposes Modernism, Worldliness and Formalism. 
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United States 
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How Shall We Escape? 


By Evangelist J. Wilbur Chapman 


“How shall we escape if we neglect so great salvation?” 


—Heb. 2:3. 


The plan of salvation is the won- 
der of wonders of all the ages. It 
is so marvelous that the men with 
the greatest minds the world has 
known have never yet been able to 
think their way through it. They 
have set sail with their intellec- 
tual craft, and have gone east and 
west, north, and south, but like 
the apostle of old they have turned 
back, saying, “It is past finding 
out.”’ Concerning the plan of sal- 
vation wise men have always won- 
dered. All the hosts of God’s re- 
deemed will sing of it throughout 
eternity. Yet, while it is so won- 
derful, it is so simple that the 
smallest child in your home under- 
standing the difference between 
right and wrong may know enough 
about it to be a Christian. 

The first chapter of the Epistle 
to the Hebrews is a great descrip- 
tion of Jesus Christ. It is said’ by 


“eorie Bibie téacheFs™ “q. be the 


greatest in all the Word 6Of.God. 


He is preferred above the angels. | 


His eternity is mentioned in the 
use of the most striking figures of 
speech and His greatness striking- 
ly described, and when the author 
has reached the climax of his 
thought he says, ‘Therefore, we 
ought to give the more earnest 
heed to the things which we have 
heard, lest at any time we should 
let them slip.” There are two ways 
of reading this text. The second is: 
“Therefore, we ought to give the 
more earnest heed to the things 
which we have heard, lest they 
should run away from us as water 
from a leaking vessel.” And if 
ever you have lived in the country, 
as I have, and have gone down 
to the spring for a drink of water, 


~, 
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Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman 


att the cup which you lifted 
to your lips has been leaky, you 
have found that the water has 
run away almost too rapidly for 
you to quench your thirst. Evident- 
ly the author has this in mind. 
Men lose the truth in that way. 
There was a time in your experi- 
ence when you believed absolutely 
in the integrity of the Scriptures, 
when you believed sincerely in the 
deity of Jesus, but, somehow, un- 
der the influence of the world, and 
of men who have held contrary 
views, you have loosened your hold 
upon those beliefs. They have been 
slipping away from you. 

The apostle says you ought to 

(Continued on page 5) 


THE VIRGIN-BORN SAVIOUR 


By Evangelist John R. Rice, D.D., Litt.D. 


“Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Be- 


hold, a virgin shall conceive, 


and bear a son, and shall call 


his name Immanuel.”’—Isa. 7:14. 
“Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When 
as his mother Mary was espoused to Joesph, before they 


came together, she was found 
—Matt. 1:18. 


with child of the Holy Ghost.” 


“Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, see- 
ing I know not a man? And the angel answered and said 
unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the 
power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also 


that holy thing which shall be 
Son of God.’—Luke 1:34, 35. 


The Scriptures teach that the 
Lord Jesus was born with a human 
mother but born without a human 
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Send Sword Building Gift at once 
to reach us before January |. Please 
remember we must pay $17,000 
cash on our new building site, in 
Wheaton, on January 1. Use the 
little red stockings and convert the 
money to cash or check af Christ- 
mas time and rush to us. Or send 
your check or money order to ar- 
rive before January 1. THIS IS THE 
LAST REMINDER WE CAN GIVE. WE 
WILL BE EMBARRASSED AND GOD'S 
WORK WILL SUFFER IF YOU DO NOT 
HELP. But we are confident that you 
will do what God puts on your heart, 
and we thank you. 


Address your letters to 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Wheaton, Illinois 
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Scene showing an estimated 3,000 crowded under the big tent which sheltered the Greater Beaumont 


Evangelistic Crusade at Beaumont, Texas, conducted by the Jack Shuler evangelistic team. News release re- 
ports, “More than 600 decisions were recorded .. .” 


born of thee shall be called the 


father. Mary was a virgin when 
Christ was conceived and was still 
a virgin when He was born. She 
'was “with child of the Holy 
| Ghost.” The Holy Spirit came up- 
'on her and she conceived the holy 
child Jesus. This is a blessed and 
vital teaching of the Bible. 

Jesus was born of a woman so 
that He might be “the Son of 
man,’ Christmas ought to be a 
time of rejoicing, a time of praise, 
a time of devotion. But let us re- 
member that all the true meaning 


Dr. John R. Rice 


of Christmas will be forever gone 
for anyone who throws away his 


(Continued on page 6) 


WITH THE 


EVANGELIST FRED BARLOW, 
Comstock Falls, Michigan, has just 
held a good revival with Pastor 
Clayton J. Bates and the Fair- 
field Baptist Church of Thurston, 
Ohio. In the week of meetings 
there were ten decisions for Christ, 
five rededications, and four back- 
sliders restored. 

* ok 


EVANGELIST FREDDIE 


GAGE, Box 306, Decatur, ‘Texas, 
and Jimmy Snelen, song leader 
from Dallas, Texas, led the El- 


mont Baptist Church, Van Alstyne, 
Texas, in a week-end or three- 
day revival with the following re- 
sults: nineteen additions to the 
church, twelve for baptism, seven 
by letter, fourteen rededications, 
and many came saying they would 
start a family altar in their homes. 
* * ok 

EVANGELIST BILL THOMAS, 
Box 323, Arlington, Texas, writes 
THE SworpD a good letter saying 
that he has recently preached in 
three revivals: East Tyler Baptist 
Church of Tyler, Texas, where 
Rev. E. B. Brooks is pastor and 
where there were fourteen ad- 
ditions to the church; First Bap- 
tist Church of Whitesboro, Texas, 
Rev. R. D. Copeland, pastor, 
where there were fifteen additions 
to the church: and with South 
Prong Baptist Church of Waxa- 
hachie, Texas, with five additions 
to the church. 


dates for the first part of next 
year and can be reached at the 
above address. 
> * + 

EVANGELIST EDDIE MAR- 
TIN, 2036 Lititz Pike, Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania, sends a report while 
in the midst of his campaign with 
the Central Park Baptist Church, 


Evangelists 


REPORTS FROM AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING SOUL WINNERS 


Evangelist Thomas has open 


By the Editor 


Birmingham, Alabama. There in 
that wonderful new church, with 
an auditorium that seats 2,200, 
there had already been 150 ad- 
ditions to the church at the time 
the evangelist wrote. 

The next Eddie Martin cams« 
paign; his fifteenth of the year, 
was to be in Russellville, Arkansas, 
in the high school there. 

« a * 

EVANGELIST JACK’ SHULER, 
11 Woodlawn Lane, Arcadia, Cali- 
fornia, led and the Lord blessed 
in the Greater Beaumont Evans« 
gelistic Crusade at Beaumont, 
Texas, which closed November 16, 
More than 600 conversions and re- 
clamations were recorded during 
the campaign. 

Our readers will be interested 
in two testimonials which were re- 
ceived concerning the ministry of 
Dr. Shuler. The first is from the 
desk of Rev. P. F. Herndon, pastor 
of the Washington Boulevard 
Christian Church, Beaumont, who 
served as Finance Chairman for 
the crusade: 

“The first session of the Greater 
Beaumont Evangelistic Crusade 
conducted at Stuart Stadium came 
to a great finale on Monday night, 
November 16. The evangelistic 
team was composed of four ex- 
ceptionally talented young men, 
Jack Shuler of California was the 
evangelist, Don DeVos, director 
of choir and congregational sing- 
ing, Sam Allred, a lyric tenor 
soloist, and Bob Anderson, a young 
man of twenty-three, master of the 
organ and piano, brought to a suc- 
cessful close one of the greatest 
revival meetings ever conducted 
in Beaumont. 

“In spite 


of handicaps’ that 


would have discouraged any but. 


(Continued on page 5) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, December 25, 1958 


SWORD EXPANSION PROGRAM NEEDS YOUR HELP! 


a3 
$17,000 Payment Due January 1, 1954, on 


Property Just Purchased for New Office 
Building for Sword Foundation. Many 
Friends Needed to Help on This 
Important Project. Only $4,794 
on Hand Toward $17,000 


by Rev. Walter E. Handford, Gen. Mer. 
Sword of the Lord Foundation 


Refore another issue of THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


reaches you, a $17,000 check, w 


ill have been given to.the offi- 


cers of the First Presbyterian Church of Wheaton. This check 
will complete the down payment of $22,000 on the large down- 
town lot which will be the site for the new SWORD office 
building. After much prayer‘and with the crystal-clear leading 


of God, Dr. 


Foundation contracted to buy 


-ice, Dr. McCall and the other officers of the 


this property and agreed to 


pay $5,000 in November, $17,000 on January 1 and $44,000 on 
August 1, 1954. This was done with $5,000 in the bank and 


only seven weeks to raise the 


$17,000. Praise God, many of 


our friends have pitched in. to help and we have $4794 on 
hand on December 14. We still need much more. 


America Desperately Needs 
Revival : 
America today is at a crossroad. 
If in the next few years we can 
go to our knees in a Heaven-sent 
revival, America can emerge from 
the present crisis spiritually strong 
and morally powerful. A real re- 
vival in America could mean the 
start of a revival which would 
sweep the world. However, if we 
as a nation continue to forget God, 
He may have to send the severest 
punishment upon us to open our 
eyes. 


Dr. Rice and others connected 


with this work have pledged them- 
selves to help bring revival .to 
America. To do this we are making 
bold plans to increase the circula- 
tion of THE Sworp OF THE LORD 
to one million copies each week? 
Our first goal is 200,000 by next 
September 28. 


We must get this strong preach- 
ing against sin and the fervent @p- 
peal to soul winning and holy liv- 
ing to the pastors and laymen of 
America. The hundreds of testi- 
monies of revival blessings stirred 
by THE SWORD OF THE LORD, our 
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Hale Street 
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Pastor's 
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LEGEND 


PROPOSED 
SWORD OFFICE 
BUILDING 


i 


This diagram shows the approximate position of our proposed new 


building on the new property. 


The church auditorium will be 


taken down. The Sword office building will occupy the shaded area. 
The two houses will be left at least temporarily to help provide 


housing for some of our workers. 
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Map of part of downtown Wheaton showing location of new 


Sword property with reference to our present buildings, the banks 


_ and post office. Notice how centrally located the new property is. 


Building No. 1 will continue in use for shipping, storage and sonie 
printing. It is ideally located close to the post office. 


— 


The Presbyterian Church Audi- 
torium. This building will be torn 
down and the new office building 
raised in its place. 


The Old Presbyterian ~- Parish 
House. This building is to the south 
of the anditorium. It will likely be 
used for employee housing. 


The Presbyterian pastor’s home, 
located to the east of the church 
auditorium, For the time being it 
will be left standing. 


revival conferences and our books 
prove that God is willing to use 
these instruments to bring revival, 
if we can expand their scope. 

To do this job which God has 
given us will require increased 
building space. The property which 
we have purchased is the’ first 
step in this program, 

On this page you will see pic- 
tures and a sketch of the Presby- 


terian property which we have 
purchased here in downtown 
Wheaton. The sketch shows the 


approximate location of our pro- 
posed new .office building on the 
property. The auditorium will be 
taken down to make room for the 
new building. 

A map of part of the main busi- 
ness section shows how ideally lo- 
cated this property is. It is close to 
the bank, post office and to our 
Building No. 1. Qur Building No. 1 
will be still used for the storage 
and shipping of our books. Some 
printing will also be done in this 


older building. Building No.. 2, ¥ 


which we purchased in October of 
last year, will likely be sold to help 
pay for the new office building. 


Many Are Helping 
In the past few days we have 
received several wonderful sweet 
letters which have cheered my 
heart. Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Drury, 
long-time friends of the Sworp, 
wrote from Missouri and sent $80 


for the Building Fund. When they} 


received their wall certificate in 
return, they wrote, 

“We also want to thank you 
for the beautiful certificate you 
gave us. I am going to have it 
framed today. Thank you and 
all for that.” 

Mr. Robert D. Massey wrote this 
week from Georgia, 

“Thank you for your ‘nice let- 
ter of November 25th. The re- 
port of 531 who were converted 
through reading your literature 
is wonderful. 

“J am glad to hear that the 
downtown property has been 
made available to you. I am 
praying that sufficient money 
will come in for the payments 
to be made on time. Enclosed 
is a check for $17.50 to pay for 
seven square feet...” 


Some of the very sacrificial gifts 
that have come have been especial- 
ly encouraging. A one-dollar bill 
came wrapped in this note from 
H. H. Genheimer of Ohio, 


“Enclosed find $1.00 as a little 
mite. How I wish that I could 
make it $100.00. My wife has 
been an invalid for six years and 
I am a shut-in. We pay rent and 
have to hire some one to take 
care of us. We do not have 
much income. I am past 90 
years old. I am very sorry that 
I cannot do better.” 


I am not a good “money-raiser.” 
I guess I’m just too timid. It 
would be lots more to my liking 
to place a Bible study in this 
space. But this tremendous bur- 
den of enlarging the revival minis- 
try of THe Sword OF THE LORD 
makes. it neeessary to ask God's 
people to help on this worthy pro- 
ject. 

In I Samuel 10 is the account of 
the anointing of Saul as king of 
Israel. In the 26th verse we read, 
“and there went with him a band 
of men, whose hearts God had 
touched.” In many towns and vil- 
lages across America today God is 


Building No. 1. The above building was purchased by THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD Foundation in 1945. It will be used for the 
storage and shipping of our books, as well as for the printing and 
mailing of catalogs and promotion letters. 


CHARLO BR LITE LE REPS, SBD i ETE, GA 
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No. 2. This two-story brick building was purchased 
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in October of 1952 from Singspiration music publishers. It now takes 
care of the editorial offices, the book store, and the retail and Book 
Club departments. This building will likely be sold when our new 
building is ready. The proceeds from such a sale will be applied to the 


cost of our new office building. 


calling out a band of men and 
women to join us in this crusade 
to expand the revival ministry of 
THE SwoRD OF THE LoRD. Will you 
be one of this band who will pay 
and give for this urgent need? 


On January 1, we have pledged 
our word to pay $17,000. Frankly, 
we are still a long way from our 
goal. However, we are. trusting the 
Lord to lay it on the hearts of 
many of our friends in these last 
few days to send substantial gifts 
to help us meet this need. 


We have prepared a lovely wall 
certificate which we will send for 
all gifts of $2.50 or more. Since 
the property is costing $2.50 per 
square foot, the certificate will 
show how many square feet of 
property you have paid for. This 
will be a constant reminder to you 
of the part you have had with us 
in this world-wide ministry which 
has already this year won at least 
625 souls to Christ. 

This issue is scheduled to reach 
your home on the day after Christ- 
mas. Due to the rush of Christmas 
it may be late. Your gift is urgent- 
ly needed. We have no one else to 
turn to in this serious obligation. 
No denominational board backs 


this faith ministry. No group of 


, 


wealthy businessmen has pledged 
to pay for our expansion program. 
We must depend on the dollar bills, 
five-dollar bills, and ten-dollar 
bills—the gifts which you send to 
meet this payment of $17,000. You 
will help us and at the same time 
be laying. up rich treasure in 
Heaven. A dollar invested here 
will reap rich reward in souls won 
to Christ, churches revived and 
homes made over. 

If at all possible won’t you send 
your Building Fund gift by airmail 
so that we will have it by January 
1? I am praying that you will 
help. f 


BUILDING FUND COUPON 
Sword of the Lord Foundation 
Wheaton, Illinois 
Dear Dr. Rice: 

I want to help buy the new 
property for the Sword of the 
Lord Foundation. 

Enclosed is §$ to buy 
wpiniahanspieci square feet at $2.50 per 
square foot. Please send the at- 
tractive wall certificate. 
In Jesus’ name, iia 4 


Name a 
Address — 
City S  Dteie ie 
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Friday, Deeember 25, 1958 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


To the Editor and Sword Readers... 4 


The distinguished men of the Sword Cooperating Board give a word 


of Christmas greeting for this issue. We are grateful for their ministry 


and their friendship for us. 
Dear Dr. Rice: 


We sincerely congratulate you on the wide ministry of 
the Sword of the Lord Poundation and all of its publications. 

We tind your paper going into the remote regions to 
both lay people and pastors everywhere we go. We rejoice 
m this ministry and are proud to be apart of it. 

Particularly the editorial columns of “THE Sworp oF 
THE Lorp are needed in this day of softness in carrying the 


an Page Three 


4 

A Stax of Hone 

Because He came, to wilgom the inn was closed, the door 
of Heaven has been openedéfor us. Because a star proclaimed 
the coming of the Son Of: Righteousness, a star of hope 
shines in the night of huspan de spair. Because angels pro- 
claimed His birth, a song 2s set ringing m the hearts of re- 
deemed men. Christmas td fe means a time for the taking of 
inventory and the counting, ot blessings—of pausing to re- 
member that all things are er because He who was in the 
beginning with the Father Jaid aside His glory and by way 


DR. RICHARD V. 
CLEARWATERS, Presi- 
dent, Conservative Bap- 
tist Asso. of America: 
Dean of Northwestern 


battle against sin. We are very glad that the editor of “THE 
SwoOrRD OF THE LorD doés not interpret our times like one 
recently did to the writer about W. B. Riley. ‘This one 
said, ‘““You must remember that. what was JAJilitant in W. 
B. Riley’s day is Belligerent in our day’! We are living in 
a day when there has been a substitution of Culture for 
Christianity and a substitution of Politeness for the old- 
fashioned Polemics-against sin! We are glad always to find 


DR. BOB JONES, JR., 
President of Bob Jones 


University, Greenville, 


S. C., with three thowt- 
sand students: Shake- 
spearean scholar. 


of a Virgin’s body came to edtth to die for us. 
Fa Bob Jones, Jr. 
The key word of Chrigfmas is Emmanuel—God with wus. 
a 
It was as though I, while walking along a road, stepped 
. . * 
on an ant-hill. | might look down and say to the ants, “I am 
terribly sorry that I’ve stepped on your ant-hill. I’ve dis- 


Seminary, Minneapolis the old-fashioned truth presented in the old-fashioned way 


of*the Prophets! themselves in THE Sworp OF THE 1g. cove 

It also rejoices my heart td find reviews written erncally but in love in ‘THE 

SWORD OF THE Lory on books that are unsafe and dangerous! ‘his is a.great ministry. 

We wish for you and yours an outstanding and most memorable Yuletide season 

as we approach the closing of one year and the opening of another as we remain 
Yours in His glad Service, 


R. Vy. Clearwaters 


The very first words spoken on the first Christmas 
Kve are especially meaningful. ‘The angel began speaking 
to the shepherds by saying, ‘‘Fear not!’ It is understandable 
that those shepherds on lonely Judean hillsides were frighten- 
ed by the coming of a stranger. ‘I he. same would have been 
true of you or of me had we been one of them; and the same 
assurance comes to us. Because of the Saviour we can be 
without fear. No apprehension on account of the past, for we 
have received the Lord Jesus as Saviour, and the past is 
under the precious blood, forgotten by God. ‘Uhe present need 
not frighten us,- whatever may be the circumstances. The 
Word is filled with strong promises such as Psalm 34:4, “‘] 
sought the Lord, and he heard me, and delivered me from 
all my fears.”’ Do we not remember that our God has said, 
“Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for 
1 am thy God: I will strengthen thee ; yea, I will help thee; 
yea, | will wphold thee with the right hand of my righteou® 
ness’ (Isa. 41:10). ‘Then, t00-me need for fears that may be future, for the same 
Word assures us, “He shall not be afyaid of evil tidings; his heart is fixed, trusting 
in the Lord.” (Ps. 112:7). Because of ‘the Saviour who came that first Christmas 
Eve and what He wrought for us on Calvary’s cross, God “hath not given us the spirit 
of féar ; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind” (JI Tim. 1:7). 


V. R. Edman 


DR. V. RAYMOND ED- 
M » President of 


ton, Ill., judge for 
Sword Book Club 
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During the Christmas rush it is well to reflect on the 
true meaning of Christmas. It is a privilege to be able to 
extend warmest greetings to each other, but we-should al- 
ways be mindful of the “fact” of Christmas. We ‘can be 
thankful to God that He has revealed to us the real fact of 
Christmas in His Word. We rejoice with you in the wonder- 
ful gift of God’s love and for the redemption which we have 
through the precious blood of our Saviour whose birth we 
commemorate during this Christmas season. May the Lord 
make this message more precious to you and all of your 
readers this year than ever before. 


May we also take this Opportunity to extend our best 
wishes for a happy and blessed 1954 and may you continue 
to be the benefactor of the wonderful blessings of God 
throughout the New Year. 


B.D. Zondervan 


As we come to the close of another year and look back 
over the year to see what’ the Lord hath done, we cannot 
help but raise our voicé in praise to Hmm for His many 
blessings both spiritual and material. ‘The blessings that He 
has showered upon us during the past year, from the spiritual 
side, probably outweigh ‘those ‘poured upon ‘us ‘in any previous 

year, except the year in which He called us to Himself. 
ceeren Rootes Sxeuoet: We praise God for the ever increasing ministry that 
. have greatest volume of - He is giving in preaching through the printed page. We ask 
any out-and-out ‘Christian he 3 
book publishers. These SWORD OF THE LoD readers to pray for us and the work we 
represent as we step onto the threshold of 1954. 


young men stand out- 
and-out for the funda- 

May I close with these words from I Chronicles 16:27, 
... strength and gladness are in his place.” 


MR, BERNIE ZONDER- 
VAN, MR. PAT ZON- 
- DERVAN, heads of Zon- 


mentals of the faith. 
Business’ sense, hard 
work, friendliness, and 
be A Ohrist have 

ht their tremendous 
ork, P. J. Zondervan 


» 
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Dear Brother John: 


I send my Christmas greetings and best New Year 
wishes to you, my good and faithful friend; to Mrs. Rice 
and the daughters; to sons-in-law who are standing by you 
in your battle for God; and-to all the staff and the many 
Christian friends who are backing you and “HE Sworp oF 
THE Lorpb, not only with their prayers, but who are going 
to help you with their influence, their personal effort, and 
their money, in-building “LHe Sworp or THE LorD sub- 
scription list: to 200,000 before the close of the year 1954. 

We are gomg to keep praying for you and working with 
you. Ged is using you and THE Sworp oF THE Lorp in a 
greater way than any of us can realize. You are doing a 


' DR. BOB JONES, SR., 
Evangelist, founder of 
Bob sone U., yr seg hone 


0. ene ot She’ great job. We are for you! God bless you.. 
gyal “lends: The, Sword \ Your friend, Bob Jones 
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rupted your home. lL verything is in confusion. | wish. I 
could tell you that | loved You, that I did not mean to do it, 
that I would like to help you. r 


But you say, “That’}. absurd, that’s impossible; ants 
cannot understand your language!” That's just it! How 
wonderful it w ould be if I scould only become an ant for a 
few moments and in their own language tell them of my 
love for them! “3 


That, in effect, is what. Christ did. He came to reveal 
God to men. He it is whefteld us that God loves us and is 
interested in our lives. H@& Jit 1s who told us of the mercy 
and long-suffering and grace’of God. He it is who promised 
lite everlasting. 


DR. BILLY GRAHAM, 
Evangelist, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, Dr. Graham 
; a lover of The Sword 
of the Lord. 


gut more than that, Jesus Christ partook of flesh and blood in order that He 
might die. He was manifested to take away our Sms. Christ came into this world 
‘‘to give His life a ransom for many.” ‘Lhe very piif pose of Christ’s coming into the 
world was that He might offer up His life as a sacrifice for the sins of men. He came 
to die. ‘This is the heart of Christmas. 


Now this personal word. Each week it is my, gyrivilege to read THE SworpD oF 
THE Lorp. From it I glean much helpful materialtor my messages. It is a constant 
source of blessing and inspiration to mirtisters and lays pen alike throughout the world. 
‘To all the readers of “HE Sworp oF THE Lorp I van ld like to take this opportunity 
to wish you a blessed Christmas and a profitable New Year for the kingdom ot God. 


z 
- 


‘Z Billy Graham 
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Rememter Ihe Ais Binthday 


The angels must wegplover us at Chrisimastime. 

So much bliss—and” $9 much beggary and bitterness. 

So much happine ss—aind so much hopelessness. 

Exhiliration—and exhaustion. 

Toys—and tears. ai 

Since I grew up, Iwecnever passed a single Christmas 
without being aware of *thagedy, looming starkly through 


~~ the tinsel. pa. 
DR. ROBERT A. COOK, at 


President, Youth For y > “¥ 5% 
Christ International, W hy : Bs 


Wheaton, Ill. Perhaps 
the world’s best-known 
Christian ‘youth leader. 


Maybe because at © ki 4stmas humans try their hardest 
to be happy . and te“make others happy. How they try! 


‘They splurge on expensive gifts that embarrass giver and 


recipient by their uselessness . . . they indulge in telider, « emotional-whimsy that only 
puts a temporary halo around heartache . . . they fine themselves drunkenly into the 
task of being gay—just for a little while. ®2 


It is as though every mortal is aware of the Shape of things to come—a gross, 
flaring shadow, a final smashing of every hope; ran *heing aware, tries the harder to 
make the shining, mystic beauty of Christmas a ee ngboard for human happmess. 


Human, did I say? There’s the catch. No humag, by himself, can be truly joyous, 

- bring joy to any other heart. Read the works ‘Ot, the flesh in Galatians 5:19-21, 
an see for vourself that all unaided human natur gan do is to pervert things most 
precious : Love, worship, and the companionship ofagne’s fellow man. Love, wrecked 
and become lust! Worship, degraded to become ik y! Companionship, prostituted 


sie : heat 

to everything from wrath to revelling! 3: 
$4 

Human joy at Christmas? Impossible! i S 


Remember, it’s His birthday—Christ’s birth And until He becomes the 
center of your life, all your Christmases will be cope ntil we honor Him, Christmas 
will be merely holiday, instead of Holy-day. . . 


Joy at Christmas? Let me show you how. 


Know Him as your Saviour. ‘he whole Chi 
fact that the Babe of Bethiechem Is Sertgn S ‘ 


nas story revolves around the 
. “Thou shalt call His name 
r. . as many as received Him, 
to hem gave He power to beak the sons of Golf e n to them that believe on His 
name. ... fot whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 


chia Him—not yourself or relatives and dipiends. Give Him the present— 
wise men did! Honor Him with your love and a@ mari did! “Treasure 
His word and make time to be with Him more andgifere + Mary Kepe all the se hinge 


in her heart.” You have yet to find out the clew 4 


< mA 
Remember, it’s His birthday! a 


Start, this Christmas, upon a life of believing® 
“Now the’God of hope fill you with all joy and pégmeem believing. Ye are my friends 
if ye do whatsoever 1 command you.” Joy comes Wg L-believe and obey. Christmas 
will mean joy when I make it a beginning of days, gmeee faith lays hold of His Word, 
and obedience bows low at pierced feet. 


Fobeying Him. You want joy? 


Remember, It’s His birthday! 
Robert A. Cook 


. 
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Greetings from Sword Cooperating Board | 


ae . 
ii 


DR. LOUIS T. TALBOT, 
Chancellor of the Bible 
Institute of Los Angeles, 
missionary leader, chain 
radio broadcaster, one of 
the most useful Chris- 
tian leaders. 


the Bridegroom cometh 


(Continued from page 2) 


Dear Brethren: 
I bring you greetings from the benighted land of New 
Guinea where I am making an investigation of the needs 


\of a tribe entirely untouched by the Gospel, and photo- 


graphing them for missionary purposes. 

When you see sights such as are meeting my eyes at 
this moment,of men and women lost in the darkness of 
heathenism, you appreciate more than ever the glorious mes- 
sage of the Light of the World, the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
came into the world to save sinners, no matter how degraded 
and how far away from God they may be. 

My message to you at this blessed holiday season is 
twofold: an earnest exhortation to give yourselves wh&lly to 
the work of evangelism at home and abroad ere the night 
falls when no man can work; and a call to “look up” for 
“our redemption draweth nigh.” It is later than any of us 
think and we must be about our Father’s business for soon 


. At the beginning of each New Year the Christian heart longs 


that this may be the year of His returning. “Even so, come Lord Jesus.” 


3 


DR. SAM MORRIS, The 
Voice of Temperance 
broadcast, San Antonio, 
Texas, famous preacher 
and temperance  states- 
man, the editor's friend 
for years. 


your undertakings the richest of His blessings. 


acs 


Savi 


peace 


DR. LEE ROBERSON, 
President, Tennessee 


Church, Chattanooga, 
Tenn. 


Louis T. Talbot 


Dear John: 


You will never know the joy our family felt in having 
you and Mrs. Rice as our guests neither can you imagine 
the spiritual blessings that we received from your ministry 
at Trinity Baptist Church in San Antonio recently. 


As the holidays come on, we are naturally thinking in 
terms of many things that we have to be thankful for, and 
of course we are most thankful for the Saviour, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, whose birth these holidays recalls to our minds. 
But aside from the blessing we receive from Him directly, 
there are the indirect blessings which flow out from that 
same relationship, one of the greatest of which is the blessing 
of Christian fellowship with His servants like you. You, 
your preaching, and your publications have been of untold 
value to me in my faith and personal life. I shall never cease 
to thank God for our friendship, and we wish for you and 
Sam Morris 


Dear Dr. Rice: 

May I take this opportunity to send to you my personal 
greetings at this Christmas season. | thank God upon every 
remembrance of you and your noble work. I rejoice that our 
Lord has so graciously and wonderfully led you in the 
work of revival and evangelism. Through the pages of THE 
SwoORD OF THE Lorp fires are being kindled throughout the 
entire world. Preachers are being: stirred to new conse- 
cration and zeal. Churches are being revived, and entire 
communities are feeling the impact of this publication. Your 
own work is monumental. Only eternity will reveal the full 
result of your personal ministry in revivals and Bible Confer- 
ences. Your book ministry is nothing short of phenomenal. 
Your books have brought Christians to new heights of dedi- 
cation. Untold thousands have been instructed in prayer, 
soul winning, and separated living. 

I count it a great joy to be on the cooperating board 


of THE SworD OF THE Lorp. You have an interest in my daily prayers. Again, may 
I] wish you, Mrs. Rice, the children, your entire staff and readers of THE Sworp 
OF THE LorpD a merry Christmas. May God bless you. 


Sincerely, Lee Roberson 


The Christ al Christmas 


Nearly two thousand years ago there was born in 
Bethlehem of Judea, a Babe whose life was destined to affect 
countless millions. That Babe was Jesus Christ. 


The time was ripe for His birth. Roman roads had been 
built throughout the civilized world in preparation for the 
feet of His future messengers. Ihe Greek language had 
become almost ‘universal in readiness for the proclamation 


of His Gospel. 


The people among whom He was born were poor and 
despised, having been conquered by the Roman power. In 
the heart of every man was a cry for deliverance. 


DR, OSWALD J. SMITH, 
Pastor of the Peoples 
Church, Toronto, inter- 
national missionary lead- 
er, author of many books. 


The world knew not of His birth. Work went on as usual. There was no tre- 
mendous upheaval announcing a new order. Kings and Potentates continued to rule. 
as before. Nothing outwardly heralded -His advent into the world. 


Only Heaven appeared to be interested. In fact, God had to arrange a welcome 
Himslf, and so legions of angels circled the skies and heralded His birth. Wise men 
from the East, studying the stars, and observing an unusual phenomenon in the heavens, 
came with their gifts from afar. Shepherds bowed in adoration and worship. 


Rulers learned of His birth and became fearful and afraid. Anger filled their 
hearts. Murder was conceived and executed. Fearful of losing their power, they sought 
His death by every possible means. , 


Every diabolical plan that satanic ingenuity could devise was used to destroy 
Him. Demons trembled. Satan became enraged. All Hell was allied against Him. But 


God was watching and He lived in spite of all. 


He did not come to a palace with marble halls and carpeted stairs. No luxurious’ 
bed chamber was prepared for His birth. Neither nurses nor doctors were in attendance. 
Cathedral bells failed to toll; bands were silent ; no royal choruses burst forth in song. 
Only the music of Heaven was heard. For He came to a stable, and He was laid in 
a manger. His mother had only the straw for a bed, and animals were her companions. 
There was no room in the inn. 


Little did Caesar know that this Babe, through His teachings, would one day 
destroy his mighty Empire, bring to naught the majesty and power of Rome, and over- * 
throw all earthly governments, or that the day would come when His birth, His life 
and His death would have a greater influence on humanity than the birth and death 
of any other man. For He was destined to be. recognized by countless millions as the 
greatest of all the prophets, the mightiest of all the mighty, the Saviour of the world, 
God incarnate. 


And now for nearly two thousand years His birth has been commemorated, for 
He is worshipped by countless millions. More than nineteen hundred Christmas days 
have come and gone since that never-to-be-forgotten night when ‘‘the Word was made 
flesh and dwelt among us.” And today, after the passing of mo 
years, He is worshipped by countless millions, both dead-afid living, and untold multi- 
tudes are looking forward to the time when He will reappear “without sin unto 
salvation.” | 


My friend, do you worship Him as your Saviour? Will you welcome Him when 
He returns? Have you accepted Him? If not, then do it and do it—NOW. 


Oswald J. Smith 


We were late receiving word from the following beloved friends and members of the Sword Cooperating Board: Dr. Merv Rosell, Dr. J. H. Hunter, Dr. M. R. DeHaan, Dr. 
Jack Shuler, and Dr. Bob Shuler. God willing we will publish greetings from them in an early issue. 


| testimonies and meditations. Be} human form. 


with their Christmas greetings,| born Son of God, God come in| services, 


twelve or thirteen of privilege to give my book on 
them coming to claim Christ as| Prayer—Asking And Receiving to 


THE 


eviror’s NOLES 


by John R. Rice 


Happy Christmas! 


With all my heart I wish. to 
every reader a very happy Christ- 
mas. Mrs. Rice joins me in all good 
wishes, as do my daughters, Jessie, 
Joanna, and Joy, who are yet at 
home, along with all the Sword 
of the Lord employees. I wish that 
I could shake hands with every 
one of you. I do pray that the 
joy of the Lord may be yours. 
I hope.that Christmas is to you a 
happy time of remembering the 
Lord Jesus. Let’s make all the eat- 
ing, and vacationing, and visiting, 
and receiving and giving of gifts 
secondary, and let us really re- 
member the Lord Jesus and thank 
God for His coming. “Thanks be 
unto God for his unspeakable gift” 
(II Cor. 9:15). 


Our Co-operating Board— 
God Bless Them! 


It is a great joy to the editor 
to run in this issue Christmas 
greetings from some of the mem- 
bers of our Co-operating Board. 
You will have noticed, we trust, on 
the masthead (usually at the bot- 
tom of page two) the names of the 
distinguished Christian leaders 
who are on the Sword of the 
Lord’s Co-operating Board. These 
are among the best men, the most 
useful leaders, the staunchest 
Bible-believers in America and 
Canada. They are a great comfort 
to our hearts. You will-be blessed 


sure to read them every one. THE 
SWORD OF THE LorRD could not get 
along without good friends. These 
men are our friends and your 
friends. They can be trusted to 
stand true to Christ and the 
Bible. They are all for soul win- 
ning and for the ministry of THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD. 


That Great Christmas 
Sermon by Dr. Lee 


Last week you saw in THE 
SWORD OF THE Lorp the tremen- 
dous Christmas sermon, “Consider 
Christmas,” by Dr. Robert G. Lee, 
pastor of the Bellevue Baptist 
Church, Memphis, Tennessee, three 
times president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, one of the 
greatest preachers and Christian 
orators of our day. I hope that 
you will read the sermon again 
and be blessed by it, 


Dr. Lee nas had a long and 
tremendously useful career, and is 
still in his prime as a preacher. 
Why not write him a note after 
you have read his sermon and say, 
“God bless you.” And tell him if 
you were blessed by his sermon. 
That was a great contribution to 
the lives of readers of THE Sworp 
OF THE LorpD. Thank you, Dr. Lee. 

In this issue of THE SworpD oF 
THE LorRD, you will note the edi- 
tor’s sermon or Bible teaching on 
the virgin birth of Jesus Christ. 
The subject is one of tremendous 
importance. I hope that every 
preacher will preach on the mat- 
ter and every Sunday School 
teacher will make much of it be- 
fore his or her Sunday School 
class. Let every Christian father 
and mother teach their children 
that» Jesus Christ is the virgin- 


The Southern Tour—Jackson, 
New Orleans, Mobile, 
Panama City, 
Lakeland, 

Miami 

It is now 5:45 p.m. Sunday, 
December 6. I am in a bedroom 
in the home of Pastor Cecil Pea- 
cock, at Eloise, Florida. We have 
just closed a tremendous four- 
day conference on revival and soul 
winning, sponsored by THE SworpD 
OF THE LorRD and many like-minded 
pastors at Calvary Baptist Church, 
Lakeland, Florida. Rev. Harold 
Bowe is the beloved pastor. . 


I left Chicago just past noon on 
Saturday, November 28, and flew 
to Jackson, Mississippi. There I 
took part in a happy dinner party 
with the McCall clan, and spoke 
Saturday night at the Youth for 
Christ, where Harold Jordan is the 
director. The building was packed 
to capacity. Present were forty- 
four or forty-five preachers. We 
had a gracious time of fellowship 
and blessing on our hearts. 

Monday morning at 6:00 a.m. I 
took the train to New Orleans. 
Arriving at nine-thirty, was met 
by Pastor J. Paul Driscoll of the 
Mid-City Baptist Church, and we 
had a tremendous day of blessing. 
I spoke to the adult department 
at Sunday School time on soul 
winning. I preached at eleven a.m., 
and seven-thirty p,m., and spoke 
to a young people’s group at Train- 
ing Union time. It was a tremen- 
dous day. The Mid-City Baptist 
Church has a new auditorium 
seating 1,400. They had 820 people 
in Sunday School, a record. Dur- 
ing the day twenty-three people 
came forward in the two preaching 


| 


Saviour and joining the church as 
candidates for baptism. One man, 
saved Sunday night, had within the 
last twenty-four hours planned 
suicide. Brother Driscoll is doing 
a tremendous work and he is God’s 
good man, helped by a most tal- 
ented and consecrated wife. 


Among the happiest features of 
the time in New Orleans was the 
fellowship with preachers. Nearly 
fifty New Orleans Baptist Semin- 
ary students were in the service 
Sunday night. About fifty-five 
preachers assembled at noon on 
Monday for a chicken dinner pre- 
pared -by the women of Mid-City 
Baptist Church, and it was my 
‘great joy to preach to them on 
“How Jesus, Our Pattern, Was 
Filled With the Holy Spirit.” 
There was a genuine moving of 
the Holy Spirit upon His people. 
The fellowship was blessed. 

Then I flew to Mobile, joining 
Dr., Bob Jones and Dr. McCall in 
a rally Monday night and in three 
services on Tuesday. The rally was 
sponsored by a number of Baptist 
pastors and churches. Day ser- 
vices were held in Calvary Baptist 
Church; evening services in Car- 
penter Hall. The attendance was 
less than it ought to have been, 
but much good was done, we feel. 


Dr. McCall then drove to Pana- 
ma City where he preached Tues- 
day night, and I flew’ there 
Wednesday morning. We had 
morning, afternoon, and evening 
services Wednesday in a real con- 
ference on revival and soul win- 
ning. Pastor Hugh Pyle and the 
Cove Baptist Church were hosts; 
the building was packed. Thirty- 
eight preachers attended a lunch- 


eon where I spoke,‘and it was my 


them. 


Thursday we drove some 350 
miles on southeast from Panama 
City, Florida, to Lakeland, Florida, 
and we are here with them these 
four - days. Some seventy-five 
preachers have attended the con- 
ference as well as many local 
Christians, and tourists from many 
states. We have had crowds fill- 
ing the new building of the Cal- 
vary Baptist Church. Dr. Lee 
Roberson was here for three tre- 
mendous messages. Dr. McCall has 
been especially good. And I felt 
God’s blessings on my ministry. I 
believe many lives are transform- 
ed. And God has given many people 
a burden for the _ soul-winning 
work of THE Sworp OF THE LORD. 

Tonight I preach in the First 
Baptist Church, Eloise, Florida. 
Tomorrow morning we drive, Dr. 
McCall, Mrs. McCall and I, to 


(Continued on page 5) 
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Evangelists ... 
(Continued from page 1) 


the strongest, they worked on 
night after night with undisturbed 
good will and faith that God would 
lead them to a great victory. The 
meeting began, as announced, in 
Stuart Stadium where rain and 
cold sent them to the First Bap- 
tist Church for the next four 
days, then back to Stuart Stadium 
where, in a large and at times a 
leaky tent, the meeting mounted 
night after night during several 
days of rain. This fine, loyal, 
faithful and capable team did not 
become discouraged but carried on 
the work of the Lord, bringing a 
great Gospel message in sermon 
and in song. Those who did not 
have a part in this revival missed 
a golden opportunity and a great 
blessing.” 


The second testimonial is taken 
from a personal letter written by 


Mrs. Gertrude Carruth, feature 
story writer for the Beaumont 
Enterprise, who covered the re- 
vival for the two daily papers. 
She writes: 


“Nothing has moved me_ s0 
powerfully for good as did the 
Shuler evangelistic team in the 
Beaumont crusade. Especially 
Jack Shuler himself, and his 
Spirit-filled life that shone with 
sublime effulgence through his 
sermons and his Christ-like bear- 
ing as he tarried among us during 
those brief days so crowded with 
inspiration. 


“The services were as Heaven- 
sent rain upon the dry, thorny 
soil of a city far gone into gross 
materialism, seemingly beyond the 
reach of divine grace for a genera- 
tion. The effects will not die while 
we who were privileged to partici- 
pate still live and witness in the 
place God has called us to serve 
Him.” (See picture in this issue 
of Beaumont crowd.) 


‘ 


(Continued from page 4) 


Miami where we will be speaking 
in the Sylvania Heights Baptist 
Church, Northside Baptist Church, 
Miami Beach Presbyterian Church, 
and Miami Bible Institute. 

Already a large group has asked 
us to come back to Lakeland next 
year and I have agreed that if 
twenty-five preachers agree to 
sponsor the conference, and if they 
secure the city auditorium, I would 
come back for four days with some 
of the best speakers in America 
and we would try to set revival 
fires burning throughout central 
Florida. I think that some similar 
plan may be worked out in Tampa, 
Orlando, and Winter Haven. 

In Lakeland I have been the 
guest of a long-time friend, Dr. 
Grace Hanna; had a big bedroom 
with nine windows, every con- 
venience and privacy. She kept in 
my room oranges, grapfruit, bana- 
nas, apples, -grapes, nuts, candy, 
dates,~cookies, chewing gum. In 
the evening two big glasses of 
orange juice were placed in my 


~.——-~=—-roonrnOne-t-drank at bed time 


Yes, teachers and pupils like a 
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thank God for loving friends Ss] 


children who look after His ser- 
vant. 


A Preacher’s Wife Says: 


Today a godly preacher’s wife 
told me how concerned she was 
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that we should have great rallies 
and conferences on revival and 
soul winning in Florida. She said, 
“My husband always comes back 
from the Lake Louise Conference 
with such blessing that there are 
always more people saved. When 
first he attended the Lake Louise 
Conference, the church usually had 
five or six saved in a year’s time. 
After he attended the first Lake 
Louise Conference, he baptized a- 
bout ninety converts.” These are 
the substance of her words as I 
recall them, and how it encourages 
my heart. 


Let’s Have Them All Over 
The United States! 


The crowds, the deep interest, 
the tears, the burden, the souls 
saved as I have gone to Dallas, 
Brownsville, San Antonio, in re- 
cent weeks, and then to Jackson, 
Mississippi; New Orleans, Louisi- 
ana; Mobile, Alabama; Panama 
City and Lakeland, Florida, im- 
press me greatly. Again and again 
I hear the cry of people for such 
conferences on revival and soul 
winning all over the United States. 
Frankly, my burdens are so heavy 
that I cannot spend all the time 
away from the office. I must be 
there half the time. And I can- 
not take much time in one-church 
revival campaigns. The time is so 
short and the.burdens so heavy. 
When I go out I must, when pos- 
sible, reach as many preachers, 
as Many ministerial students and 
as many key Christian workers 
as possible. I must give people 
what God has given me, and stir 
up their hearts to win souls, to be 
filled with the Holy Spirit, to pray 
and get their prayers answered; 
stir them up to a new passion and 
loyalty and love for the Word of 
God. 


So, I have felt impressed in re- 
cent weeks that I ought to go to 
large churches or to schools and 
colleges or to city auditoriums, or 
wherever a representative group 
of pastors will invite me, for one- 
day rallies, or for three or four 
days of conferences on revival and 
soul winning. I am sorry that I 
must turn down so many invita- 
tions; it grieves my heart. But if 
Christian workers who are bur- 
dened about such a rally or con- 
ference in your city or town will 
get together with other Christian 
workers and see what support can 
be had and how we can best ar- 
range to reach multitudes with the 
revival message, then please write 
to me. Naturally, I cannot go 
everywhere. For many years I 
have had to turn down more in- 
vitations than I could accept. But 
I will go where I can, when large 
groups of pastors and Christian 
workers are interested in waiting 
on God for revival power, and 
learning more about prayer and 
the Holy Spirit and soul winning. 
Some of the greatest soul win- 
ners in America will come with me, 
when large auditoriums are se- 
cured, where the backing of re- 
sponsible churches and pastors is 
secured. And where we can have 
the local support with crowds and 
advertising so that we can reach 
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How Shall We Escape? 


* (Continued from page 1) 

give “the more earnest heed.” 
There is still another reading of 
this passage, which is as follows: 
“Therefore, we ought to give the 
more earnest heed to the things 
which we have heard, lest at any 
time we should drift away from 
them.” Drifting is an unconscious 
process. You have been on the 
stream on a summer day. The oars 
of your boat have been lying by 
your side. You have drifted so 
slowly that you never realized that 
you were moving until you turned 
your eyes back and saw the place 
where a little while before your 
boat was.anchored. Men drift that 
way. They become blinded by sin, 
and sometimes thy stop and think 


of the other days when God was a 


reality, when Jesus Christ was a 
personal Saviour, when the Word 
of God seemed as if it had been 
written for their hearts alone. 
Then only they realize the extent 
of their drifting. So the apostle 
says, ‘Therefore, we ought to give 
the more earnest heed.” 

After reading the description of 
Jesus, and after hearing the warn- 
ing which the apostle sounds out 
concerning our drifting, we find 
the text facing us: “How shall we 
escape if we neglect so great sal- 
vation?” It is a possible thing for 
one to be very near to Christ and 
not be saved. A great Atlantic 
steamer was making her way 
across the Atlantic Ocean when 
the passengers were startled by 
the cry, “Man overboard.” There 
was a scene of great excitement; 
one man sprang to the rail and 
shouted out, “I will give £1,000 to 
the one who saves that man, for he 
is my brother.” The lifeboat was 
lowered and the sailors made their 


many, many people and stir up 
hearts for soul winning and the 
Bible and revival. 


Last Call Before January 1 
Deadline On Building Fund 


January 1 THE SWORD OF THE 
Lorp has agreed to pay $17,000 
on the Presbyterian Church prop- 
erty in Wheaton, Illinois, which 
we have bought as the site of our 
permanent office building home. 
We paid $5,000 earnest money. We 
have promised to pay $17,000 ad- 
ditional on January 1. The balance 
of $44,000 is to be paid on August 
1. 


This is the last issue of THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD in which we 
can remind you of the January 1 
deadline. We must have the help 
of many hundreds of Christians to 
make this payment. We will be 
seriously embarrassed and heart- 
sick if we should find ourselves un- 
able to meet this solemn obliga- 
tion. We must do it, whatever it 
takes. Will you help? If you got 
a Sword Building Fund red stock- 
ing, then get it filled and, im- 
mediately at Christmas time con- 
vert the money into a check or 
money order and mail it to THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD, Wheaton, I)- 
linois, so we will get it before 
January 1. Or if you intend to send 
a gift, I beg you to prayerfully 
consider what God’s Spirit says to 
you about it and then do it at 
once. I feel that the great ex- 
pansion program which we have 
undertaken is of God. We have 
set out to get 200,000 paid sub- 
scriptions by September 28, 1954 
(our twentieth anniversary). 


We have set out to build a per- 
manent building where all THE 
SWORD OF THE LorpD office work 
can be concentrated in one build- 
ing. We hope to keep the present 
building number one for the print- 
ing and storage and shipping work 
now going on there. But the great 
advance we have undertaken must 
have help from Christian people 
who are revival-minded. If you are 
a friend to revival, a friend to 
soul-winning literature, then I beg 
you in Jesus’ name to do what you 
can to help us before this January 
1 deadline..We do not want all the 
gifts that you have. We do not 
want you to neglect your local 
church or your mission enterprises 
which God leads you to support. 
But we do want you to prayer- 
fully consider just what part God 
wants you to have in this great, 
world-wide, soul-winning and re- 
vival work and then do what you 
can. We will look for your letter 
right away, with check or money 
order, and we thank you with all 


‘tour hearts. 


way to the sinking man. Presently 
a cheer sounded out. The sinking 
man had been reached. When the 
lifeboat came near to the great 
steamer, they fastened ropes round 
the man who had been rescued, 
and gave the signal to lift. They 
drew him higher and higher, and 
just as they were about to lift him 
over the side of the vessel, the 
rope slipped and the man bounded 
away, struck the lifeboat, and sank 
into the ocean. I have seen men as 
near to Christ as that; swayed by 
a mighty emotion, stirred by a 
holy memory, quickened by the 
minister’s preaching, lifted by the 
power of a mother’s love, they 
have come near to God. But that 
is not enough; the apostle Says, 
“How shall we escape if we neg- 
lect so great salvation?” We may 
be very near and be lost. 


I. So Great A Salvation 


It will not be difficult to remem- 
ber what I have to present in this 
message. It all centers round three 
words—‘‘Great,” “Neglect,” “Es- 
cape.’ It is a great salvation be- 
cause it discloses to us a great 
Saviour. He is able to save to the 
uttermost. Literally it reads, “Able 
to save to the furthest throw.” 
That means the man who is deep- 
est in sin, the man who is farthest 
from God, The man who is most 
hopeless and helpless can lift his 
eyes toward Christ, and cry out 
saying, “God be merciful to me,” 
and grace can reach him. 

Once in a church in New Eng- 
land a distinguished woman told 
me that she had often been the 
guest of royalty, and gave the 
names of kings and queens at 
whose court she had been welcome. 
She told me the names of people 
in the City of New York to whose 
homes she had gone again and 
again as a guest, and I knew that 
those people represented the high- 
est type of social life. But she 
told me that in all the round of 
pleasure she had an aching heart, 
When I presented to her as simply 
as possible the plan of salvation 
through Jesus Christ, she bowed 
her head, and I thought I detected 
traces of tears coursing down her 
cheeks. When I said, “Will you 
accept Him as your Saviour,” she 
answered in a whisper, “Yes, I 
will.” Some days after this I had 
the privilege of meeting her again 
and she gave this testimony. She 
said that all the years which she 
had devoted simply to pleasure, 
when put over against the few 
days that had passed since she had 
given herself to Jesus Christ, were 
as nothing. She said, “Peace _is 
mine, pardon is mine, forgiveness 
is mine.’”’ I think it is a great sal- 
vation that can reach to the lowest 
and at the same 
to the highest. “How shall we es- 
cape if we neglect so great salva- 
tion?” 


1. A Great Saviour 


It is a great salvation not only 
because it reveals to us a great 
Saviour, but because it suggests a 
salvation from greatest sin. One of 
the great preachers in the City of 
New York said one day. as he stood 
in a pulpit and looked down upon 
the face of a man lying in his cas- 
ket, at the foot of the pulpit, “Of 
all the men who have worked in 
our city I think this man was al- 
most the greatest. I pay a tribute 
to his memory. He has influenced 
the city profoundly in his mission.” 
When he had finished his tribute 
many came forward, and as they 
looked into the upturned face it 
was with real emotion. Then the 
poor of New York came to see 
their friend and they filed past for 
a considerable time, some of them 
bending over and baptizing his 
face with their tears. Finally there 
came a great number of men, each 
with a white rose, which they 
placed in the casket until it was 
covered, and then’ the roses fell 
from the casket to the floor. It 
was a monument of flowers reared 
to the memory of a man who had 
served three terms in prison. He 
had been called in the early days 
a most violent criminal. He had 
been a man profane and ignorant, 
It is said that he was seated one 
night in gloom and misery in an 
alleyway of a city when a mission- 
ary came along and handed him a 
little tract. The poor fellow tore it 
in pieces and said*with an oath, 
“If you want to help me give me 
your coat. You must see that I am 


time bring help | 


freezing.” Then the missionary, 
who was himself thinly clad, took 
off his own coat, and gave it to 
him. And this act of kindness al- 
most broke his heart. Jerry Mc- 
Aulay, then one who was deepest 
in iniquity, and the farthest from 
God, was wonderfully saved. It 
took a great Saviour to save him, 
“How shall we escape if we neglect 
so great salvation?” 


2. A Great Pardon 

It is a great salvation in so many 
ways. Great in its pardon; great in 
its forgiveness. Can any of you 
tell me the difference between hu- 
man pardon and divine pardon? 
I was once in one of the southern 
states when the governor of the 
state gave me the opportunity of 
going to the prison. He said, 
“There is a pardon for one of the 
men. I will send it by your hands.” 
Since that day I have often im- 
agined that man, on being set free, 
making his way to his home, and 
spending the first night with his 
household. I have thought of him 
sleeping at home that first night, 
the first for many months. I have 
imagined him waking suddenly in 
the night with a shout of fear and 
saying, “My sin! My sin!” His wife 
bends down to comfort him, and 
says, “But, husband, you are a 
pardoned man.” And just to make 
it sure she brings the Governor’s 
pardon, and shows it to him. But 
he cries out again, “My sin! My 
sin!” Do you not see the difficul- 
ty? He is a pardoned man, but he 
is not a justified man. When the 
Governor pardons, he only par- 
dons; but when God pardons, He 
justifies. 

I have many times tried to give 
a definition of justification. I could 
give a theological definition, but 
I am not giving a message/to theo- 
logians. I have many times tried to 
imagine what justification really 

(Continued on page 6) 
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is. I have looked into the face of 
the baby of my household un- 
marked with sin and have wished 
that I might be as pure and as 
free from sin as he. And when I 
have thought of my many failures 
I have been all but disheartened. 
But in the sight of God my sin is 
put away, and in God’s thought I 
am freed from its penalty and 
power, and it is marvelous to be 
thus justified in God’s sight, freely 
and forever. 


8. A Great Forgiveness 


It is great also in its forgiveness. 
And the difference between human 
forgiveness and divine forgiveness 
is this: You injure me very much 
and I forgive you, but every time 
I see you I remember the injury, 
but God does not. I remember 
when I was a lad that one day I 
hurt my mother’s feelings very 
much, She came again and again 
seeking me, but all through the 
day I efuded her. Then just as the 
day was dying out of the sky, at 
the time when every boy feels the 
need of his mother, I felt the need 
of mine, I.stole back to the house; 


How Shall We Escape 


and I can still feel her arms about 
me as she drew me up against her, 
and said, “My boy, your mother 
will forgive you.” Then putting her 
face down close to mine, she said 
a thing which I am sure she did 
not realize meant so much; she 
said, ‘But it will be hard to forget, 
will it not?” That is human for- 
giveness, but it is very far from 
being God’s method of forgiveness. 
Some of you know that the sin of 


past years has been condemning’ 


you. In the quiet of the night con- 
science has been speaking again 
and again, and you have said, as 
a man said to me in the city of 
Philadelphia, “If God forgives what 
about my sin?” 

4. God’s Forgiveness Forgets 

Our Sin 

It is plainly stated in the Bible 
that when He forgives He forgets. 
A minister in a great city was 
one day preaching a sermon on 
redemption and forgiveness, when 
it occurred to him that he might 
tell his own story. He had been a 
wanderer. He had almost broken 
his mother’s heart. “But,” he said, 
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This article should appear in 
THE SWORD OF 'FHE LORD 
about Christmas day. So this is 
a Christmas appeal to all of you 
Christian friends, not just for 
financial help, though we hope 
if the Lord leads you that you 
will remember to send a con- 
tribution for our Student Loan 
Endowment and Missionary 
Fund. The appeal we are mak- 
ing at this time is that every- 
one uo reads this article will 
—_teke just a minute or two to 
pray a special prayer for the 
blessing of God upon Bob Jones 
University. As you know, I am 
the founder of this institution 
and my son is president. Both 
my son and I go into many 
parts of the world to preach the 
Gospel. I have been out a long 
time. I have seen the evan- 
gelistic tide come in and go out. 
I have seen great spiritual man- 
ifestations, and I have seen 
spiritual depression. I am con- 
vinced that we are living now 
in a very dangerous time. The 
tendeney of our day is to con- 
form to establish customs with- 
out asking whether those cus- 
toms are right or wrong. Even 
evangelical Christians in many 
cases are inclined to go along 
without ever stopping to ask 
what is going to be the out- 
come. As I have gone into many 
parts of the world in the last 
three or four years, I have 
noted strange, subtle, and very 
powerful manifestations of de- 
mon power. There is so much 
that is counterfeit and so much 
that is phony. God is doing 
some great things with His peo- 
ple, and the devil is endeavoring 
to counterfeit some of the 
| things that God is doing in or- 
der to deceive the people. Yes, 
these are dangerous days. Rea- 
lizing what we are facing, my 
son and I feel that the most im- 
portant thing in Christian work 
now is to build spiritual morale 
s@ folks will be able to know 
} what is real and what is false 
and may be able to stand 
against the satanic attacks 
} which young people especially 
are facing*in these days. Now, 
won't you pray that God will 

give wisdom and guidance and 

leadership to the executives and 
the Board of Trustees of Bob 
Jones University as we are en- 
deavoring to keep the Bob Jones 

* University campus a base of 
ageressive, fighting, fervent but 
sane evangelistic propaganda 
and also a base where Christian 
courage is emphasized. 

We have almost three hun- 
dred graduates of Bob Jones 
University who have gone to the 
mission field in the last four 
years. We are training young 
people from many parts of the 


Dr. Bob Jones Says: 


‘testimony. 


world, as well as from all parts 
of the United States. God has 
been good to us. We have never 
surrendered our convictions or 
our standards. We are not con- 
cerned about our academic 
standards, for we know these 
standards will be maintained, as 
they have always been high. We 
are not greatly burdened about 
the efficiency of our organiza- 
tion. We feel certain that it will 
be kept efficient. We are con- 
cerned about the constant ten- 
dency in these days to cut the 
corners spiritually. America is 
filled with educational institu- 
tions that used to be bases of 
aggressive, orthodox Christian 
God helping us, we 
are going to keep Bob Jones 
University true until the Lord 
Jesus Christ comes. We are not 
going to surrender. Please pray 
for us. Pray for the executives, 
and pray for the Board of 
Trustees, and pray for the stu- 
dents. We are in the midst of 
our twenty-seventh year. We 
started in a battle, and we have 
been in a battle ever since. We 
wrestle not with flesh and blood 
but with principalities and pow- 
ers in the heavenlies. We have 
never surrendered. We have 
never compromised. We have 
never appeased. We have never 
gone against our convictions 
about orthodoxy and evangelism 
and the Christian philosophy 
and standards and decency. We 
are not going to surrender. We 
have never written a more 
earnest appeal than this appeal. 
We want you to pray for us. 
Pray that God will give all of 
us grace and courage. Remem- 
ber, having done all, we are to 
stand. We have taken our 
stand, and for twenty-seven 
years we have been standing. 
Pray that we may keep on 
standing more courageously as 
the battle increases in these 
modern days. Remember that 
this is an appeal to you to pray 
for us—every one of you. Pray 
right now where you are. You 
believe in prayer, don’t you? 
Well, pray for Bob Jones Uni- 
versity. God has been good to 
us, and we want to stay true to 
Him, not only through 1954, but 
until Jesus comes. If the Lord 
leads you to invest some money 
in Bob Jones University, we will 
spend it prayerfully, carefully, 
and economically so as to do the 
most good possible. But this ap- 
peal is an appeal to God’s people 
to pray for Bob Jones Universi- 
ty at this Christmas season. We 
are counting oh you. Thank you 
and God bless you. 
BOB JONES, FOUNDER 
BOB JONES UNIVERSITY 
GREENVILLE, S. C.. 
(Advertisement) 
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“Jesus found me.” He was preach- 
ing to a great crowd of people, 
and stretching out his arms over 
that great throng of men anc 
women, he said, “Men, a Saviour 
who can save one such as I, can 
save you.” When the service was 
over the church officers gathered 
about him, and said, “You never 
preached before as you did to- 
night.” When they had passed on, 

down the aisle there came an old 
woman. Her hair was grey, but it 
was like a halo of glory. Her brow 
was furrowed, but it was as if an 
angel’s finger had touched it. 
When she reached the great min- 
ister she put up her trembling 
hands, and clasped them behind 
his neck, and said, “O Jimmie, 
what made you tell it? Why did 
you tell it? You never were bad 
in all this world.” And yet years 
before he had almost broken her 
heart with his sin, and she with a 
mother’s love had forgotten. That 
is a suggestion as to God’s way of 
treating us. He will” remember 
your sin against you no more for- 
ever. “How shall we escape if we 
neglect so great salvation.”’ 


But I hear some of you say, “I 
know I should be better.” Well, 
what will you do? You say, “TI will 
reform.” What does that mean? 
You say, “From this time on I 
will not commit that sin again 
which has so harmed me. I will 
turn away from that transgression 
which has weakened me. From this 
time on I will be true.” That does 
not meet the case. Let’ us suppose 
that I owed you a thousand dol- 
lars and I go into your office to- 
morrow morning and say, “Sir, I 
was in the church last night and 
decided to be better. I have made 
up my mind never again while I 
live to go in debt.” Maybe you 
would take me by the hand, and 
say, “That is fine, I congratulate 
you.” But you would not open 
your private drawer and take out 
my note for a thousand dollars and 
hand it to me, saying, “That set- 
tles your account; that pays the 
note.”” No, you would say, “See 
here, sir, your reformation is for 
the future, your indebtedness is for 
the past.’”’ And just so you cannot 
ignore the sin of yesterday. 


5. A Great Salvation MIlustrated 


I went to preach in a prison at 
one time several years ago; the 
prison chapel was so small that 
the governor said we had better 
go out in the open. So we went 
into the open court, and the pris- 
oners gathered round me in great 
numbers. I said to the men, “I 
can give you the secret of getting 
almost as much money as you 
wish.” And you should have seen 
the audience. They drew a little 
closer to me and gave the closest 
attention; many of them were in 
prison for trying in various ways 
to get money that was not their 
own. Then I said, “Just take a 
piece of paper, and write down on 
it how much money you want, and 
tell me how long you want it for. 
Sign your name to the paper, and 
I will take it over to the bank 
and slip it through the grated win- 
dow and the cashier will slip it 
back again. For that is not the 
secret.” But that is the way some 
of you have thought you could be 
saved. You have been saying that 
you. were better than many a 
church member; that there were 
people professing to follow Jesus 
Christ who did things you would 
scorn to do, But you have not in 
this position learned the secret. 
There is not in all this Book in 
which your mother believed when 
she died, the pages of which your 
father stained with his tears as he 
Studied it—there is not a sentence 
which, taken in its connection, 
teaches other than this—That man 
is saved not by what he is in him- 
self, but he is saved because of 
his faith in Jesus Christ. So, when 
these men in the prison seemed a 
bit disappointed, I said; “Take 
‘another piece of paper. Fill out the 
amount of money you want, and 
put down your name. Then I will 
take the paper to Mr. Andrew 
Carnegie, and have him sign his 
name on the back of it; I will then 
take it to the bank and slip it 
through the grated window, and 
the cashier will look at it just for 
a moment, not so much to'see your 


jname, but that of your security, 


and because the is satisfied with® 
that he will pay the money.” And 
any one could walk into any bank 


in our country with his head rath-: 


er high if Mr. Andrew Carnegie 
‘endorsed his note. And I know 
this, that any one who stands to- 
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faith in the virgin birth of our 
Saviour..If Christ were not virgin- 
born, then He is not God. If 
Christ were not virgin-born, then 
He could not be our Saviour. All 
Christianity stands or falls with 
fhe doctrine of the virgin birth. 
If Jesus had a human father, then 
the Bible is not true. The book 
of Isaiah is false, the GoSpel of 
Matthew is false, the Gospel of 
Luke is false, and the Gospe 
John is false, for all these clearly 
teach that the Saviour, the 
Messiah, was born of a virgin, and 
was begotten of God, not begotten 
of a human father. There is no 
way to believe in the Mspiration 
of the Bible if one demies the 
Bible claim that Jesus was born 
of a virgin without a human 
father. If Jesus were born of a 
human father and the Bible teach- 
ing that He was born of a virgin 
is untrue, then no sensible man 
living would believe in His pre- 
existence with the Father as 
taught in the first chapter of John. 
No sensible person could believe 
that He is the Creator of the 
world, as claimed in Hebrews 1:2 
and Colossians 1:16, if He be not 
deity in human form, begotten of 
God, miraculously born, a super- 
natural being. If Jesus be not a 
supernatural being, God in human 
flesh, and therefore born of a 
virgin without a human father, 
then no sensible person could be- 
lieve that He will be the final 
Judge of all the earth. If Jesus 
had a human father and mother 
just as other men, if He were not 
supernaturally, miraculously born, 
God appearing in human flesh, 
then His death on the cross could 


f Siamese-twin doctrines 


The Virgin-Born: Saviour 


kind. All Christianity, I say, 


and the do¢trine of the deity of 
Christ are one and the same. The 
doctrine of the virgin birth and 
the doctrine of the blood atone- 
ment are so interrelated that they 
cannot be separated. They are 
and 
neither doctrine can stand with- 


Christ and His Saviourhood are 
one and the same doctrine. 
Then anybody who denies the 


He has already rejected Christian- 
ity. He has already denied the in- 
spiration of the Bible. He has 
already denied the blood atone- 
ment of Christ. The man who 


may be counted a minister of the 
gospel, but actually he is a bro- 
ther of Bob Ingersoll and Tom 
Paine, a brother of every infidel 
and Christ-denier and Bible-hater 
in the world. 

If anyone says that the deity of 
Christ is not essential, then he 
does not even know what essential 


birth is to deny Christ Himself! 


Stated in Scripture 


That the mother of Jesus was 
a virgin when He was conceived, 
not having known any man carnal- 
ly, and a virginestill when the 
Saviour was born, is.as specifically 
and positively stated as any 
doctrine in the Bible. Please con- 
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day with all the memory of his 
mother, with all the advantages of 
his early training, would have no 
show at the gate of Heaven, were 
it not for Jesus. “How shall we 
escape if we neglect so great Sal- 
vation?” 


il. Neglecting Salvation Means 
No Eseape from Judgment 
It is great in its sacrifice. Jesus | 

died that we might live. He paid 
the debt we owe. I put the last 
two words together—‘Neglect,” 
“escape.” Some seem to have the 
idea that they are not in danger 
unless they commit great sin; that 
they are all right until they are 
guilty of some great transgression. 
Just fold your arms and stop sin- 
ning to-day, and reformation can- 
not touch yesterday and resolu- 
tion cannot avail for last year. 
One day a man started out in a 
boat on the Niagara River a good 
distance above the falls. He was 
weary and sought to rest on his 
oars, but he did not know the 
current. He sat there with arms 
folded, and men on the shore who 
knew the current shouted to him, 
“The falls are ahead of you.” But 
he did not move. People ran down 
the bank waving their hands at 
him and shouting, “The falls are 
ahead of you.” But he gave no 
heed. He just sat with folded arms, 
and the mighty current of Niagara 
swept him over. Neglect cost him 
his life. 

I recall the great fire that oc- 
curred some years ago in Muin- 
neapolis when one of the great 
newspaper buildings was wrapped 
in flames. The man in charge (I 
think) of the Associated Press dis- 
patches, sat in the ninth story, and 
sent out a message all over Ameri- 
ca, “The building is burning. The 
fire is in the sixth story and I am 
in the ninth.” Then a little later 
he sent out a second message: 
“The fire is in the seventh story, 
and I am in the ninth.” Then he 
sent a third message: “The fire 
is in the eighth story and I am in 
the ninth.’’ And when he could 
hear the crackling of *the flames 
near to him he started to escape. 
Other men in the building had es- 
caped. They had made their way 
quickly down the ladders and fire 
escapes while there was time. 
When this:-man came to the fire 
escapes they were too hot to hold. 


When he went to the stairway, the 
fire blocked him. He made his way 


to the window; he stood for a mo- 


ment on the window casing, then 


Jeaned out-to lay hold of a guy’ 
rape, and missed his footing. The’ 


cape if we neglect so great sal- 
vation?” 


Ill. How You Can Escape 


I know only one way to be 
saved. First, repent of that sin 
that sin that has cursed you. Re- 
pent of that sin that has mocked 
you. Repent of that sin s 
undermined/ your character. . Sec- 
ond 
Christ. Third, confess Him as your 


living. Do it now. It is not as if 
you had to wait till the way grows 
easier. Come now. 

May I close with this? In the 
city of Philadelphia we had a 
family of -repute. The family was 
made up of a father who died of a 
broken heart because of the shame 
that came to him through his boy; 
a mother who was beautiful; a 
very dutiful son, who is to-day a 
practising physician in that city; 
and a second boy, who was a dis- 
grace to his family. When the 
father died this boy started away 


timore, and then on to Washing- 
ton. One day there came to him a 
great hunger to see his mother. As 
he started back he felt ashamed 
to go into his old home. He was 


for fear the servants might see 
him. But he knew that if he could 
slip into that house, there was one 
who would meet him and receive 
him. You know the one he had in 
mind. It is the one who always 
makes us stop and think, and 


boy had no sooner touched the 
door than it opened and with never 
a word of complaint his mother’s 
arms went round about him, as 
she put her face against his to 
give the kiss of welcome; then she 
took him up to his room, directed 
him to his bed; in the early hours 
of the morning his brother rapped 
on the door of his room saying, 


The boy arose and rushed into his 


alone with his mother. Dropping 
rdown on his knees, he put his 


parms around-hér, and said, “Moth- 


er, mother, you must forgive me.” 
As she looked into his face with 
such a smile as only a mother’s 
face can wear, she said, “Edward, 
my boy, I forgave you long years 
ago, and I have been waiting all 
the time for you to. accept ry 


been waiting—waiting—waiting, 
for you to take His forgiveness. 
“How shall we escape if we neglect 


rest Of the story I need not tell|/*° Steat salvation?” 


you. With the abundant provision. 
for his safety that man was lost.’ 
Why? Neglect! “How shall we es- 


not atone for the sins of man-— 


stands or falls with the Bible~ | 
doctrine of a virgiti birth of Christ...) 
The doctrine of the virgin birth 


out the other. The virgin birth of. 


virgin birth of Christ is an infidel. | 


denies the virgin birth of Christ - 


Christianity is. To deny the virgin , 


I. The Virgin Birth Is Plainly - 


e on the Lord Jesus | 


Saviour. Fourth, obey Him in your — 


from home. He went as far as Bal- — 


afraid to go up boldly to the door — 


makes us better as we think. This 


“Edward, hurry, mother is dying.” - 


mother’s room, and they left him. 


forgiveness.” And ever since Jesus | 
7Christ died upon Calvary God has 


(From the book, R mee sl . 
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The Virgin-Born Saviour 


‘(Continued from page 7) 


sider the following Scripture 
statements about the virgin birth. 


1. Isaiah prophesied the Sav- 
jour’s virgin birth some 740 years 
before it happened! In Isaiah 7:14 
the Scripture says, ‘““Therefore the 
Lord himself shall give you a 
sign; Behold, a virgin shall con- 
ceive, and bear a son, and shall 
call his name Immanuel.” The sign 
is given, as the preceding verse 
shows, to the whole house of 
David. A young woman was to 
conceive and bear a Son while 
she was yet a virgin, and should 
call His name Immanuel, meaning 
“God with us.” This ¢hild, virgin- 
born, was. to be God incarnate, 
God dwelling for a ‘little while 
with men! 

2. Matthew, the first Gospel, 
‘plainly teaches the virg® birth 
of Christ. Read the following 
beautiful account of how God ex- 
plained to Joseph how his sweet- 
heart, Mary, was to become the 
mother of our Lord, 


“Now the dirth of Jesus Christ 
was on this wise: When as his 
mother Mary was espoused to 
Joseph, before they came together, 
she was found with child of the 
Holy Ghost. Then Joseph her hus- 
band, being a just man, and not 
willing to make her a publick 
example, was minded to put her 
away privily. But while he thought 
on these things, behold the angel 
of the Lord appeared unto him in 
a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son 
of David, fear not to take unto thee 
Mary thy wife: for that which is 
conceived in her is of the Holy 
Ghost, And she shall bring forth 
a son, and thou shalt call his 
name JESUS: for he shall save 
his people from their sins. Now 
all this was done, that it might 
be fulfilled which was spoken of 
the Lord by the prophet, saying, 
Behold, a virgin shall be with 
child, and shall_bring forth a son, 
and they shall call his name Em- 
manuel, which being interpreted 
is, God with us. Then Joseph be- 
ing raised from sleep did as the 
the Lord had bidden him, 


knew her not till she 
forth her firstborn son: an 
called his name JESUS.”—Matt. 
1:18-235. 

The Gospel of Matthew is recog- 
nized as the first Gospel written. 
‘The traditional date of the writing 
of Matthew’s Gospel is A.D. 37, 
probably four years after the 
crucifixion. Even modernists all 
agree that the Gospel according 
to Matthew was the first one 
written. And this Gospel gives the 
longest and most detailed account 
of the virgin birth, and it quotes 


“Tsaiah 7:14 and announces that the 


Scripture was fulfilled! The simple 
explanation is that the child in 
the womb of Mary was conceived 
by the Holy Ghost. God was liter- 
ally the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ and so Jesus was “God with 
us,” Immanuel. The same Scrip- 
ture plainly, announces that “thou 
Shalt call his name JESUS: for he 
shall save his people from their 
Sins.” 

A Christ who is virgin-born is 
the Saviour. A Christ not born of a 
virgin, a Christ with only a human 
father and a natural conception 
and birth, could never be a 
Saviour. 

3. The Gospel of Luke, written 
by “the beloved physician,” Luke, 


also plainly states the fact of the- 


virgin birth. Read the following in 
Luke 1:26-38. 

“And in the sixth month the 
angel Gabriel was sent from God 
unto a city of Galilee, named 
Nazareth, To a virgin espoused to 
aman whose name was Joseph, of 
the house of David; and the vir- 
-gii’s name was Mary. And the 
ungel came in unto her, and said, 
Hait, thou that art highly 
favoured, the Lord is with thee: 
blessed art thou among women. 
And when she saw him, she was 


troubled at his saying, and cast’ 


in her mind what manner of sal- 


utation this should be. And the 


angel said unto her, Fear not, 


Mary: for thou hast found favour 


with God. And, behold, thou shalt 
conceive in thy womb, and bring 
forth a son, and shalt call his 
name JESUS. He shall be great, 
and shall be called the Son of the 
Highest: and the —_ God shall 
give unto him. the throne of his 
father David: And he shall reign 
over the house of Jacob for ever; 


and of his kingdom there shall be 
no end. Then said Mary unto the 
angel, How shall this be, seeing I 
know not a man? And the angel 
answered and said unto her, The 
Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, 
and the power of the Highest shall 
overshadow thee; therefore also 
that holy thing which shall be 
born of thee shall be called the 
Son of God. And, behold, thy 
cousin Hlisabeth, she hath also 
conceived a son in her old age: 
and this is the sixth month with 
her, who was called barren. For 
with God nothing shall be impos- 
sible. And Mary said, Behold the 
handmaid of the Lord; be it unto 
me according to thy word. And 
the angel departed from her.” 

Here again we are plainly told 
that Mary was a virgin (vs. 27), 
that she was engaged to Joseph. 
The problem of how she should 
bear a child without a human 
father troubled Mary, and the 
angel explained, “The Holy Ghost 
Shall come upon thee, and the 
power of the Highest shall over- 
Shadow thee: and therefore also 
the holy thing which shall be born 
of thee shall be called the Son of 
God.” The virgin birth was es- 
sential were Christ to be actually 
the Son of God, that is, physically 
begotten of God and God in human 
form. 


Obviously the doctrine of the 
virgin birth of Christ is as clearly 
stated as any doctrine in the 
Bible. 


Ill. The Virgin Birth Is Also 
Taught Elsewhere in the 
Bible Besides the Explicit 
Statements 


Above we have seen that Isaiah, 
Matthew and Luke all expressly 
state that Christ was born of a 
virgin. But a number of other 
Scriptures, without using the term 
“virgin,” clearly teach that Joseph 
was not the father of Jesus and 
that therefore He was conceived of 
the Holy Ghost, without a human 
father. 


1. The prophet Jeremiah plainly 


fortold that Joseph could not be 
the father of Jesus. Here is a most 


efimteresting study that will repay 


careful attention. Jeremiah 22:30 
says of Coniah (also. called 
Jeconiah, Jechanias and Jehoia- 
chin), 
ye this man childless, a man that 
shall not prosper in his days: for 
no man of his seed shall prosper, 
sitting upon the throne of David, 
and ruling any more in Judah.” 

And only five verses below this 
statement that Coniah or Jeconiah, 
should be counted childless, that 
none of his seed should prosper 
reigning upon the throne of David, 
the Lord tells us, “Behold, the 
days come, saith the Lord, that 
I will raise unto David a righteous 
Branch, and a King shall reign 
and prosper, and shall execute 
judgment and justice in the earth” 
(Jer. 23:5). And in the following 
verse we are told that His name 
should be called “THE LORD OUR 
RIGHTEOUSNESS.” 

Although Coniah’s seed should 
not reign and prosper on David's 
throne, the coming Messiah would 
come and reign on David's throne. 
So the coming Saviour could not 
be descended from Jeconias. 


But what does this have to do 
with the virgin birth of Christ? 
Simply this, that this man Coniah 
was the ancestor of Joseph, the 
husband of Mary! Coniah, or 
Jechonias, was a direct descend- 
ant of King Solomon and King 
David, and reigned in Judah until 
he was carried away captive to 
Babylon. Now look at the geneal- 
ogy of Joseph in Matthew 1:12, 
“And after they were brought to 
Babylon, Jechonias begat Salathiel. 

.’ Then Matthew 1:16, con- 
tinuing the same genealogy, says, 
“And Jacob begat Joseph the hus- 
band of Mary, of whom was born 
Jesus, who is called Christ.” Joseph 
was descended from  Coniah 
(Jechonias), and if Joseph were 
the. father of Jesus, then’ the 
Scripture plainly says that no one 
of this line should prosper, sitting 
upon the throne of David and rul- 
ing any more in Judah. 

But in Luke 1:32, 33 the angel 
Gabriel told Mary about the 
Saviour, that great Son she should 
bear, “He shall be great, and 
shall be called the Son of the 
Highest: and the Lord God shall 
give unto him the throne of his 


“Thus saith the Lord, Write} 3 


father David: And he shall reign 
over the house of Jacob for ever; 
and of his kingdom there shall be 
no end.” Jesus, during His earthly 
ministry, of course, did not reign 
in Judah nor over Jerusalem. But 
Jesus is coming again, and the 
Lord God will give Him the throne 
of His father David, and He will 
rule over the house of Jacob as 
the Scripture clearly said. Revela- 
tion 5:10 says, “And hast made 
us unto our God kings and priests: 
and we shall reign on the earth.” 
Revelation 20:6 says that those in 
the first resurrection “shall be 
priests of God and of Christ, and 
Shall reign with him a thousand 
years.” Christ is to reign on 
David's throne. 

Was it clearly intended by the 
Holy Spirit who dictated the 
Scriptures that Jeremiah 22:30 
should be used as proof that Jesus 
was not the son of Joseph? Yes, 
it was obviously so. For after 
Jeremiah 22:30 says that no man 
of the seed of Coniah “shall pros- 
per, sitting upon the throne of 
David, and ruling any more in 
Judah,” the fifth and sixth verses 
thereafter, Jeremiah 23:5, 6 say, 


“Behold, the days come, saith 
the Lord, that I will raise unto 
David a righteous Branch, and a 
King shall reign and prosper, and 
shall execute judgment and jus- 
tice in the earth. In his days 
Judah shall be saved, and Israel 
shall dwell safely: and this is his 
name whereby he shall be called, 
THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUS- 
NESS.” 


No seed of Coniah should reign 
and prosper in Judah; but Christ, 
“THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUS- 
NESS,” shall reign and prosper on 
David's throne ruling over Judah 
and the whole earth! So Coniah, 
the ancestor of Joseph, could not 
be the ancestor of Jesus. Jesus was 
not born of Joseph! 

2. The genealogy of Jesus, 
through Mary, does not give 
Coniah (Jechonias) at all, prov- 
ing that Jesus was descended from 
David through another line, not 
Joseph's line. We have mentioned 
the genealogy of “Joseph the hus- 
band of Mary,” which is given in 
Matthew 1:1-16. But the geneal- 
ogy of Mary is given in Luke 3: 
23-38. At first glance one might 
think that this-was the genealogy 
of Joseph and wonder why the 
two were different. Matthew 1:16 
says, “And Jacob begat Joseph the 
husband of Mary.” But in Luke 
‘23 we are told, “And Jesus him- 
self began to be about thirty 
years of age, being (as was sup- 
posed) the son of Joseph, which 
was the son of Heli.” Actually, the 
words “the son,” used the second 
time in this verse, are in italics, 
meaning they were not in the 
Greek at all. Actually there is no 
doubt that Joseph was son-in-law 
of Heli. The Gospel of Matthew 
speaks of Jesus as the King of 
the Jews, and so gives the gene- 
alogy of Joseph, His foster father, 
as an official record showing that, 
humanily speaking. He would be 
entitled to the throne of Israel. 
The Gospel of Matthew was more 
clearly directed to the Jews. But 
the gospel according to Luke 
pictures Jesus as the Son of man 
and gives His genealogy, not just 
to Abraham the father of Jews 
as does the genealogy in Matthew, 
but traces it all the way back 
to Adam! So the genealogy in 
Luke naturally gives the actual 
human parentage of Jesus, that 
is, His mother Mary and her an- 
cestry. 

The Scofield Reference Bible has 
a note on Luke 3:23 as follows: 
“In Matthew, where unquestion- 
ably we have the genealogy of 
Joseph, we are told (1:16) that 
Joseph was the son of Jacob. In 
what sense, then, could he be 
called in Luke ‘the son of Heli’? 
He could not be by natural genea- 
tion the son both of Jacob and of 
Heli. But in Luke it is not said 
that Heli begat Joseph, so that 
the natural explanation is that 
Joseph was the son-in-law of Heli, 
who was, like himself, a descend- 
ant of David. That he should in 
that case be called ‘son of Heli’ 
(‘son’ is not in the Greek, but 
rightly supplied by the transla- 
tors) would be in accord with 
Jewish usage (cf. I Sam. 24:16). 


‘The conclusion is therefore inevi- 
table that in Luke we have Mary’s 


genealogy; and Joseph was ‘son 
of Heli’ because espoused to Heli’s 


daughter. The genealogy in Luke 
-is Mary’s, whose father, Heli, was 
decended from David.” ° 


Now note this interesting thing. 


The genealogy of Mary, and there- 
fore the literal human genealogy 
of Christ, is not traced through 
Coniah (Jechonias) at all.4t is not 
even traced through King Solo- 
mon, but is traced through 
Nathan, another son of David! 
(Luke 3:31). Jesus was actually, 
literally descended, through Mary, 
from King David. But He was not 
descended from Jechonias. God 
gave that additional proof in the 
Old Testament, before the Saviour 
was born, that Joseph could not 
be His father. 


3. The Scripture repeatedly 
speaks of Jesus as the only One 
who was begotten of God, “the 
only begotten Son of God.” This 
clearly refers to the fact that 
Jesus was born of a virgin, with 
God as His Father. The Scripture 
tells us that “Jacob begat Joseph 
the husband of Mary” (Matt. 1: 
16), but many Scriptures tell us 
that Got begot Jesus Christ. Psalm 
2:7 prophesies the coming of the 
Saviour and says, “The Lord hath 
said unto me, Thou are my Son; 
this day have I begotten thee.” 
All Bible students agree that that 
refers to Jesus Christ. Now Jesus 
was in the very beginning with 
God. John 1:1-3 says, “In the be- 
ginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. The same was in the be- 
ginning with God. All things were 
made by him; and without him 
was not any thing made that was 
made.” If Jesus was in the be- 
ginning with the Father, then 
surely it could not be said that He 
ever had a beginning, in His pre- 
existent state with the Father. 
So when we speak of Jesus as 
“the only begotten Son” of God, 
we refer to His human beginning. 
On the mother’s side we say that 
a child is conceived. On the 
father’s side we say that the child 
is begotten. So when the Holy 
Spirit overshadowed Mary, God 
begot Jesus Christ, and therefore 
He is called the only begotten 
Son of God. No one else was ever 
physically begotten by God, as 
Jesus was, so He is “the only be- 
gotten Son.” 


The first chapter of John has 
much to say about Jesus as the 
pre-existent Word of God, as the 
Creator of all things. John 1:14 
says, “And the Word was made 
flesh, and dwelt among us, (and 
we beheld his glory, the glory as 
of the only begotten of the 
Father,) full of grace and truth.” 
When the Word was made flesh, 
that is, when Christ was made 
flesh, then He was begotten of the 
Father, and what the beloved John 
is here saying by divine inspira- 
tion is that they, the disciples, be- 
held the glory of Christ, and could 
tell by His glory that He was 
deity, that He was physically be- 
botten of God! John means that 
anyone who saw the glorified 
Saviour on the Mount of Trans- 
figuration, and again after His 
resurrection, as well as all the days 
of His ministry, would have to 
agree that Jesus had no human 
father, but was begotten of God 
and conceived and borne by a 
virgin mother. 

It is true that once or twice 


‘| the Bible speaks of Christians as 


begotten of God, but that speaks 


»|of our second birth, our regenera- 


tion by the Holy Spirit. But, 
speaking of Christ’s human birth, 
five times in the New Testament 
Jesus is called the only begotten 
Son of God. Those five times are 
John 1:14; John 1:18; John 3:16; 
John 3:18; and I John 4:9. So the 
Gospel of John and the first 
epistle of John unite with the 
books of Isaiah and Matthew and 
Luke in declaring the virgin birth 
of our Saviour! 


4. Another reference to the vir- 
gin birth of Christ is gwen in 
Jeremiah 31:22. There in a pro- 
phecy of the coming Saviour the 
prophet says, “How long wilt thou 
go about, O thou 
daughter? for the Lord hath 
created a new thing in the earth, 
A woman shall compass a man.’ 


Certainly it would not be a new } 


thing for a woman to conceive and 
bear a man child. That is not what 
God means. No, he says, ““The Lord 
hath created a new thing in the 
earth,” an entirely new thing 
would happen. That is, a woman, 
without any human intervention, 
without knowing any man carnal- 
ly, would “compass a man,” that 
is, conceive and carry and deliver 
a man child! That virgin birth 
of Christ would be a unique event, 
a wholly new thing, Certainly this 


backsliding | 


must be a reference to the virgin 
birth of the coming Saviour. 


Ill. The Virgin Birth Is 
Implied All Through 
the Bible 


I have shown that the virgin 
birth is expressly stated in Isaiah, 
Matthew and Luke; and that it is 
taught elsewhere very clearly. But 
that is not all. The birth of Jesys 
without a human father and His 
deity as a result is emplied all 
through the Bible. I have men- 
tioned three of the Gospels: Matt- 
hew and Luke expressly say that 
Jesus was born of a virgin, and 
John expressly says that Jesus 
was begotten of God and was the 
only person ever begotten of God, 
was God’s only begotten Son. How- 
ever, the Gospel of Mark leaves no 
room for doubt on this question. 
While it does not expressly state 
that Jesus was born of a virgin, 
it emphatically teaches that Jesus 
was the pre-existent Son of God 
which necessarily means that He 
was not the son of Joseph. 

Mark 1:1 says, “The beginning 
of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God.” The first word that 
Mark has to say about the Saviour 
is that He is the Son of God! And 
the first chapter only proceeds to 
the eleventh verse before it re- 
ports God saying from heaven. 
“Thou art my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased.” And all 
through the Gospel of Mark Jesus 
is spoken of as the miracle-work- 

(Continued on page 8) 
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ine God in human form. That 
necessarily means that He was 
born of a virgin. Although Mark 
does not tell the story of the 
angel’s coming to Mary and of the 
Saviour’s miraculous conception | 
and birth, that truth is implied | 
throughout the Gospel- 

So it is all through the Bible. 
In Isaiah 9:6 it Is 


“For unto us a child is born, unt0O| moderntst and 
govern-|simply not true. 


us a son is given: and the 


prophesied, | tg be born of a virgin,’ 


the first epistle of John, and is im- 
plied throughout the Scriptures 
everywhere. If it were only stated 
one time in the Bible, that would 
be enough for any Christian. But 
the virgin birth is as clearly taught 
as any Bible doctrine, and is often 
repeated, 

“Jesus Himself did not claim 
’ says the 
infidel. That is 
Those who deny 


ment shall be upon his shoulder: |the virgin birth are not scholarly 


shall be 
The mighty 


and his name 
Wonderful, Counsellor, 
God. The everlasting Father, The 
Prince of Peace.” ‘Though this 
verse does not specially tell of the 
virgin birth of Christ, it 
him “The mighty God, The 
lasting Father.” And that forever 
sets Him apart from every man 
child ever born of natural genera- 
tion. and necessarily compels a be- 
lief in the deity of Christ. 
Isaiah 53 tells of the atonement; 
how Christ bore our grieis 
carried our sorrows, how 
wounded for our transgressions 
and bruised for our iniquities, and 
how the chastisement of our 
peace was upon Him and how with 
His stripes we are healed. If one 
Man can stand before God for the 
whole race of men, and if one 
Man's suffering can pay the debt 
of all the sinners in the universe, 
then that one Man is no ordinary 
man. He could only be a God-man, 
God in human form, begotten of 
God in a virgin’s womb. 
why all those who deny the 
gin birth of Christ likewise deny 
His diety and deny His 
death, His substitutionary sacrifice 
for our 
Thro 
taught that 
who made 
all thing now. We are 
that He is to judge the world, 
that the Father 
judgment to the Son (John 5:22; 
Acts 17:31). We are told that the 
same 
rose from thé dead. We are told 
that He ascended to Heaven and 
en two angels promised that the 
same Jesus should return again 
(Acts 1:9-11). Jesus Himself said, 
“If I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again, and re- 
ceive you unto myself” (John 14: 
3). “In him dwelleth all the fulness 
of the Godhead bodily” (Col. 2:9). 
The 
every 
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in the Bible, and to 
deny the virgin birth of Christ 
is to deny that the Bible means 
what it says, to deny that it is the 
Word of God. To deny the virgin 
birth is to deny historic Christian- 
ity and turn one’s back-on the 
God of the Bible. 


IV. 


mhantar 
cnavdtel 


Objections to the Virgin 
sirth Answered 
Unbelievers, haters of the Bible 

and réjectors of Christ object to 

the Bible doctrine of the virgin 


birth. But their objections are not | 
as investigation will prove. | 


Sensipie 


1. They say, “It is 
tioned in two or three places in 
the Bible.’ That is not true. We 
have shown that the virgin birth 
is plainly taught in Isaiah, Jere- 
miah, Matthew, Luke, John, and 
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Bible really teaches. Jesus clearly 
said, “For the bread of God is he 
which cometh down from heaven, 
and giveth life unto the world” 
(John 6:33): and then He Said, 
“T am that bread of life” (John 
6:48). Jesus said that He came 
down from Heaven. That could not 
be said of any other man in the 
world. That involved His pre-exist- 
ence with God ‘the Father and His 
deity, and necessarily presumes 
that God begot Him at His con- 
ception. Jesus plainly called Him- 
self the “only begotten Son” of 
God (John 3:16). He was the only 
Man ever begotten physically by 
God. Jesus told Nicodemus that 
He, Jesus, was “He that came 
down from heaven, even the Son 
of man which is in heaven” (John 
3:13). To the Pharisees, Jesus 
plainly said, “Ye are from beneath; 
I am from above: ye are of this 
world; I am not of this world. I 
unto you, that ye 
die in your sins: for if ye 
not that I am he, ye shall 
sins” (John 8:23, 24). 
said that He came from 
that He was not of this 
as other men were, and 
therefore He was God and 
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Him to be what He claimed to be, 
God in human form, 
his sins! The virgin birth, the deity 
and salvation by faith 
in Him, are all taught in these 
Jesus Christ. Certainly 
He claimed to be the virgin-born 
Son of. God! 

And all the enemies of Christ 
in His own lifetime knew that was 
5:18 says, 
“Therefore the Jews sought the 
more to kill him, because he not 
only had broken the sabbath, but 
said also that God was his Father, 
making himself equal with God” 
(John 5:38). Jesus certainly 
claimed deity, insisted that He was 
begotten of God, that is, virgin- 
born, and came down from Heaven, 
as no other man did. 

3. “But scientists cannot believe 
in the virgin birth of Christ be- 
cause there are no scientific re- 
cords of any other 
ing born without a human father,’ 
says some scoffer. Indeed! But we 
are not claiming that men are 
born every few days without a 
human father! We are not claim- 
that anybody else was ever 
a virgin. In fact, we are 
claiming just the opposite, that 
Jesus is the only person ever so 
conceived and born with a virgin 
mother and without a human 
father. We are not talking about 
an ordinary man, but a God-man, 
God incarnate in human flesh! If 
you should tell me that = any 
scientist or statesman, any genius 
or philanthropist of this day were 
born of a virgin, I would not be- 
lieve you. If you should tell me 
that any of them rose from the 
dead, I would laugh at you. The 
late President Roosevelt, for ex- 
ample, was a man. He attained 
high honor, but nevertheless he 
was only a man, born as were 
other men, and dying like other 
men. There was nothing about 
Roosevelt to indicate that he was 
God, that he created the world, 
that he will one day be judge of 
all the universe. The virgin birth 
would not fit Franklin D. Roose- 
velt nor any other man who ever 
lived. It does fit Jesus Christ who 
is God in human form. 

A few years ago scientists an- 
nounced that by the use of an 
electric impulse, the ova of a 
female rabbit had been stimulated 
into growth and development and 
that this mother rabbit had borne 
a baby rabbit without intercourse 
with a male _ rabbit. In other 
words, scientists were able to in- 
duce the virgin birth of a rabbit. 
They have not been able to pro- 
duce the same effect on a human 
ova. But what scientists did by 


an electrical impulse in the womb 
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case of one be- | 


of a rabbit, could not the Almighty 
God do in the conception of His 
Son Jesus Christ in the womb of 
a virgin? The virgin birth fits the 
nature and the life of Jesus Christ, 
and it is easy for anybody to be- 
lieve who accepts Jesus as what 
He claimed to be, the Son of God 
who came into the world to save 
sinners. 


4. “But that would be a miracle, 
and I cannot believe in miracles,” 
says an wunbeliever. A miracle? 
Certainly! But sensible scientists 
have long ago decided that only 
miracles could account for many 
things. Where did matter come 
from? It was created by a miracle, 
of course. How were the planetary 
systems arranged and balanced 
and set in motion? Unquestionably 
by some_miracle of God. And how 
did life originate and begin? No 
scientist in the world now believes 
that life can come from dead 
matter of itself. Scientists believe 
that the earth was once a fiery 
mass where ‘tTife could not exist. 
They know that now life is on this 
planet. Where did it come from? 
Without any other explanation 
possible, life came as a miracle of 
God's creation. One who cannot 
believe in miracles is an ignoramus 
and an unthinking enemy of fact. 


A miracle, the conception of 
Christ and His virgin birth? Cer- 
tainly! Christ Himself is the God 
of miracles. He worked many, 
many miracles Himself. He died 
for our sins as no one else ever 
died, and then miraculously rose 
from the dead. Miraculously He 
appeared to the disciples and then 
ascended visibly to Heaven. He is 
coming. again. The Bible is a 
miracle. Creation was a miracle. 
Every time a soul is regenerated 
and made into a new creature, 
miracle. Certainly the 
virgin birth of Christ is a miracle. 

I heard Dr. L. R. Scarborough, 
the late president of the South- 
western Baptist Theological Sem- 
inary at Fort Worth, tell in our 
class in evangelism in the semin- 
ary how one of his sons, only six 
or eight years old at the time, 
came home from Sunday School 
one day. “‘Dad, I don’t believe that 
stuff they told us today about a 
whale swallowing Jonah,” said the 
small boy. 

“But, son, if God could make 
a whale and could make a man, 
why couldn’t God make the whale 
swallew the man and keep the 
man alive three days in the 
whale?”’ asked Dr. Scarborough. 

“Oh, well,” said the boy, “if 
you are going to put God in it, 
I can believe it, too!” 

So like that lad, 
God in it, I can believe in the 
virgin birth. And everybody who 
puts God in it has to believe in 
the virgin birth. If Jesus was God 
come in human form, the only 
begotten Son of God, then of 
course that means He was born 
of a virgin, as the Bible says. 
Certainly that is a miracle, but the 
Bible is a miracle book, and Chris- 
tianity is a miracle religion, and 
no one can be a Christian who 
does not believe in these essential 
miracles. 
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“But intelligent people do not 
believe in the virgin birth,” some 
ungodly teacher tells the innocent 
young people in his class. He could 
not face an intelligent and in- 
formed Christian leader on such a 
question, but he sets out to break 
down the faith of boys and girls 
with immature minds, parroting 
infidelity because he is against 
God and the Bible and has not 
made any honest investigation. But 
what is true? Do intelligent and 
educated people believe in the vir- 
gin birth? 

The answer is that every great 
creed in Christendom has stood 
for the virgin birth of Christ, from 
the Apostle’s Creed on down to 
the Westminster Confession or the 
New Hampshire statement of 
faith. All the apostles believed, of 
course, in the virgin birth. All the 
great church fathers, all the re- 
formers, including Martin Luther, 
John Calvin, and John Wesley, be- 
lieved in the virgin birth. All the 
great teachers and preachers of 
Christianity—Spurgeon, Moody, 
Finney, ‘Torrey—all the’ great 
Bible-believing . theologians and 
evangelists and pastors and stu- 
dents have agreed on the virgin 
birth of Christ. The only people 
who deny the virgin birth are in- 
fidels who do not believe’ the 
Bible, do not believe in the diety 
of Christ, and do not trust Him 
as their own personal Saviour. 


Modernists, infidels, those who 
join Bob Ingersoll, Voltaire, Tom 
Paine, and Hitler, of course, deny 
the virgin birth. But no true 
Christian in the world denies the 
virgin birth. Great scientists like 
Sir Isaac Newton, Sir James Simp- 
son, Lo Kelvin, Louis Pasteur, 
and statesmen like Gladstone, 
Lloyd George, Winston Churchill, 
George Washington, Abraham 
Lincoln, Woodrow Wilson, Herbert 
Hoover and William Jennings 
Bryan have believed in the deity 
of Jesus Christ and in His virgin 
birth. Everywhere that good men, 
profoundly intelligent men, love 
the Lord Jésus and believe the 
Word of God, they believe in the 
virgin birth of Christ as taught 
so plainly in the Scriptures. 


Then let every Christian be 
happy in his faith. You have the 
best wisdom, the best character, 
the greatest fellowship of the ages 


on your side. And if all the world 
besides still denied the virgm 
birth of Christ, any Christian who 
has been born again, who knows 
Christ as a_ personal Saviour, 
would know that He is all He 
claimed to be, the virgin-born Son 
of God. 

Let us teach the virgin birth to 
our children. It is a _ beautiful 
mystery, a holy mystery that they 
can believe and grasp. Let all of 
God’s people give to the dear 
Lord Jesus the reverence and wor- 
ship which belong to Him as the 
Creator of the world, God come 
in human form, born of a virgin, 
living a perfect, sinless life, dying 
for our sins on the cross, buried 
and rising again from.the dead 
and ascending.into the heavens, 
and one day to return again to 
receive us to Himself! 


(From the” 207-page book, IS JESUS 
GOD? by Dr. Rice. $2.00. Sword of the 
Lord, Wheaton, Illinois.) 
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